
 
 
 
 
 

High School and Group Programs 
 
Welcome to Chilean Adventures: 

  
We are a small agency located 200 kilometers south of Santiago in Central 
Chile. We work regularly with private high schools, universities, and institutes 
to provide a number of services for Chilean and foreign students.  Our 
location is ideal for cultural exchange.  Our town, Curicó, is the gateway to 
the Andes Mountains. From town we can see a handful of snow-capped 
volcanoes, and we are only about 100 km from the nearest beach. Curico is 
also the home of many wineries and agricultural businesses.    

  
The study abroad process begins by fitting the student with the best school at 
the best grade level for the student´s needs.  At the point of acceptance to 
the school I, personally, work with the administrators of the school to match 
the student with the best family situation.  Home stay families typically have 
students of the same gender and age attending the same school.  Many 
families I have come to know through my own teaching experiences here in 
Chile.  

 
In addition to an enriching cultural experience, we want the students to 
develop their academic skills. As the student enrolls in their new school, we 
help the student select courses that further their academic goals.  Following 
their study abroad, we provide documentation and academic transcripts that 
are easily understood and allow for smooth transitions back to American high 
schools and colleges. 

 
Beyond individualized assistance with homestays and academics, our program 
provides outdoor leadership training and regular travel excursions around the 
country.  Few programs provide such services throughout a student’s 
exchange.  Our goal is to offer student’s the most enriching experience 
possible by combining a traditional school exchange with adventure travel and 
leadership training.    

 
All Chilean Adventures' study abroad programs take place in Curicó.  We 
know this town better than anyone else and do not offer this program 
anywhere else.  As a certified teacher in the States for over 10 years, and a 
member the education department at a local university here in Curicó, I am 
able to oversee every step of each student´s study abroad program.  

  
Welcome to Chile. It is a wonderful place to experience!   

  
Best wishes, 

 

              Todd Todd Todd Todd    

Todd C. Ericsson 

 



Our experiential education and group programs are 
designed to make every day a bilingual and multicultural 
adventure.  

As a small educational service agency we offer specialized 
attention to our students. Stay with specially selected 
families, immerse yourself in Spanish, and experience all 
that Chile has to offer. 

♦ Spanish Immersion  
♦ Strong Academic Tradition 
♦ Outdoor Leadership Curriculum 

 

Why Chile?  Politically, economically, and socially Chile 

is the safest and most secure Latin American country.  

Chile could probably be considered one of the safest 

countries in the world. 

Why Chilean Adventures?   Our programs offer 

the best in culture and traditional study abroad services 

and supplement those experiences with very real outdoor 

and travel experiences which you otherwise would not get 

in larger programs.  

  ¨Incredible. I couldn't image going to Chile with 

any other company!¨     

  Gwen Cameron – Student, Palisade, Colorado 

¨Chilean Adventures has been at this for many 
years, know their way around the country, have a 
fantastic network of colleagues and support 
resources, speak the language flawlessly, have dealt 
commendably with any number of stressful 
situations, are fun loving and upbeat, are passionate 
about what they do, and are particularly attentive to 
the quality of their clients' experiences.¨ 

Bob Campbell – Former US Team Canoe and Kayak Coach  
www.goldmedalconnections.com 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In Safe Hands Chilean Adventures is proud of its safety record but the truth is that Chile is the 

most secure Latin American country.  As Director, Todd Ericson brings a wealth of credentials and 

experience to the Chilean Adventures High School Program.  Educated in New Jersey and 

Pennsylvania, Todd has also taught in Idaho and Colorado.   As lead guides and instructors, co-

owner Eduardo Doerr (pictured), Gonzalo Doerr, Rafaela Briones, Bernardita Ocampo, and 

Dolores Zegers round-off Chilean Adventures´ local knowledge and professionalism. 

¨We utilized the local knowledge and expertise of 
Todd Ericson and Chilean Adventures.  Todd´s 
professionalism and logistical skills made our trip a 
breeze as we moved about the country and 
immersed ourselves in the culture.  I will continue 
to use Chilean Adventures on future trips, of which 
there will be many.¨   

Sam Punderson - A.L.P.S. Program Director, Carrabassett 
Valley Academy 

The Spanish Language Immersion will accelerate 

any student´s Spanish comprehension and communication 

skills.  Our students are in contact with native Spanish 

speakers on a daily basis.  Wether students are on our 

Outdoor Leadership or Traditional programs, students live 

with home stay families while studying alongside Chilean 

classmates.  Immersion opportunities include: 

♦ Home stay families and friends 

♦ Bilingual Classrooms 

♦ Spanish Lessons and Support 

♦ Cultural Travel and Adventure 

♦ Outdoor Leadership 

¨We have seen many students return to the states 

with a greater appreciation of other cultures and  an 

incredible grasp of the Spanish language.¨   

 Eduardo Doerr - Co-owner and Lead Instructor 



Academics Our students are successful.  We work closely with your child and his or her school 
counselor to collaboratively ensure that students maintain and improve their college preporatory 
track.  We are here to facilitate each step while your student prepares, experiences, and reflects 
on this unique study abroad experience.  Our students are facilitated as they work toward their 
goals and commitments.  Please ask us for a list of current parent references. 

We begin the process by fitting the student with the best school at the best grade level for their 
needs. Upon acceptance to the school, we personally work with the schools directors, teachers, 
and families to match you with the best home stay situation.  Home stay families typically have 
students of the same gender and age attending the same school.  Many families we have gotten 
to know through our own teaching experiences here in Chile. 

 

School Spotlight Orchard College has a high school in 
Curico with 78 students.  The school is well recognized 
throughout Chile with national awards in math, grammar and 
literature, acheivement tests, and university acceptance.  
Orchard has even won the national rugby championship.  

 

Chilean High School Curriculum Grades 9 through 12 have 
an average of 42-45 contact hours per week.  The following is 
an example of the weekly breakdown: 

6 Spanish hours, 6 math hours, 6 English hours, 2 physics 
hours, 2 chemistry hours, 3 biology hours, 3 Physical Education 
hours, 2 Music hours, 2 technology hours, 1 homeroom hour, 2 
computing hours, 2 religion hours, 2 philosophy hours, electives 
are distributied as well.  In addition to Chilean Adventures´ 
Outdoor Leadership Curriculum, there is a total of 1710 
teacher-student contact hours per year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Outdoor Leadership Curriculum   Through our Outdoor Leadership Program students can 
actively participate in their favorite outdoor activities or experience new adventures.  Chile´s 
Andes Mountains and Pacific Ocean provide endless opportunities for active teens.  Our 
instructores are experts in their field. 

Trip Planning  Logistics  Orienteering  Whitewater 

Kayaking  Rafting  Surfing  Skiing and Snowboarding 

Trekking  Hiking Volcanoes Swiftwater Rescue First-aid & Rescue Scenarios 

 

Summer and Month Programs:  Spend one month of 

your summer with a Chilean family.  Live the schedule of 

a typical Chilean teenager.  Immerse yourself in Spanish 

and make lifelong friends.  Experience your outdoor sport 

in the Andes! 

 

Outdoor Leadership Semester in Chile:  A semester 

long educational exchange in Chile is guaranteed to help 

your Spanish, to learn another culture, and take 

advantage of the rich outdoor opportunities.  Extended 

home stay and school arrangements ensure deeper 

understanding of  cultural awareness while fulfilling the 

academic expectations of your hometown school. 

   

Fall Semester (Chile´s Spring)  Spring Semester (Chile´s Fall) 
 August 20 – December 20    March 15 – July 15    
 Trip to Patagonia     Trip to Atacama   

 

Regional interests supplement our adventures: 

Flora and fauna Geology History Culture Wildlife Volcanoes 



 

Registration Considerations We are a small educational agency with 
few openings.  Therefore it is important to apply and reserve early.  Places 
are reserved by deposit on a first-come basis.    

Passports and visas are required.  If the length of stay is going to be 
longer than three months, We will facilitate the necesarry paperwork once 
the student arrives to Chile. 

Insurance, Liability and Waivers 
Chilean Adventures must show proof of health insurance.  We do not provide travel  insurance and 
cannot refund your trip upon withdrawal from the program.  We recommend that you acquire 
travel insurance on your own.  Liability and photo releases must be signed upon acceptance. 

Scholarships Apart from local scholarships students can 
apply for, and thanks to  educators, institutions, and 
others who are excited about multicultural and bilingual 
 education, Chilean Adventures no offers scholarships and 
work study programs.   Scholarships are applied for after 
acceptance of the program.  Students need to provide 1) a 
 current transcript and grade point average 2) Two letters 
of recommendation from non- family members 3) Parent 
financial statement 4) an essay describing how you hope an 
 experience such as a semester in Chile will influence you 
educationally and professionaly  (300-500 words). 

Registration Process:  

� Choose the program that is right for you. 
� Download the High School Application off the    website. 
� Mail or fax the completed application. 
� Learn of acceptance to the program. 
� Confirm program credit with your school counselor. 
� Make deposit and travel plans. 
� Receive the home stay and school info. 
� Experience Chile! 

 

Group Programs:  We cater to your school group’s requests.  As educators we understand your 
students’ needs.  Let us collaborate with you to make the most of your experiential education 
program. 

Some Available Group Options are home stays, service projects, internships, and practicum.  
Beside city tours, agricultural tours, museums, ruins, and penguins students can kayak, raft, surf, 
trek, ski, horse pack, and climb volcanoes.   

Would you like to become a host family for a Chilean student studying in the states?  Contact us 
and we can help make it happen   

www.ChileanAdventures.com     3173 Willow Brook Lane, The Villages, Florida 32162  
info@ChileanAdventures.com          Or Rene Leon 300, Depto 604, Curico, Chile  
      011-56-99-5133193  011-56-75-310762 


